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Service, Fellowship, Harmony and Honour

A Happy Christmas and
Prosperous New Year t
All

Firefighters Annual Carol Service

Members of the Company, their family, friends and guests attended
the annual Festival of Christmas Carols at the church of St-Mary
le-Bow, Cheapside, London EC2 on Friday'Tlecember.

The Service was a time for all members with their family and
friends to celebrate the advent of Christmas together with familiar
carols, music and readings. Highlights of the service were solos
from the American opera singer Lauren Goldsmith.

Following the Carol Service, members of the congregation were
invited to remain in the church to share light refreshment and goog
company.
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The church of St Mare-Bow was completely destroyed in the Great Fire
London in 1666. Its successor was built by Wren between 1670 and 168
almost £15,645 it was then the most expensive but also the most importa t
Wren church after St Paul és Cathegdr a
famous in the world and for many hundreds of years have been woven injo the
folklore of the City of London. In 1392 Dick Whittington heard Bow bells cfll

him back to London to become Lord Mayor; to be born within the sound
| Bow bells was the sign of a true Londoner or Cockney; and Bow bell's aufhor-
ity ends the medieval nursery rhyme Oranges and Lemons, 'l do not know says
" | the Great Bell of Bow'.

A Message from Our Master- Geoff Morgan
To all Freemen and Liverymen

On behalf of the Wardens and Court of
The Worshipful Company of Firefighters, | would very
much like to wish you and your family a peaceful , happy
and healthy Christmas and New Year

Visit our website at: www.firefighterscompany.org
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February 17th City of London Briefings
Innholders Hall

E This year the annual fixture agains

March 2nd  Massey Shaw Dinner » the Worshipful Company of Painte
Apothecaries Hall '_ T“W Stainers was held at the prestigious
Wildernesse Club, near Sevenoaks in
March 12th ~ Meet the Firefighters Kent. It was a beautiful sunny day

Winchester House
(An opportunity to introduce new
members to the Company)

' and the course was in perfect condi-
tion with very fast greens.

| am delighted to report that once again the Firefighters wefe

Y A Cliyy @ Leneon EREings victorious, winning the match by one point, making three wjns
Innholders Hall . . .
in the last three years. The champion Firefighter was ourvr’i}‘as-
July 2nd Common Hall ter, Geoff Morgan, who recorded his second win in our annual
Insurance Hall competition. After the match, we all enjoyed a fine carver
Service of ReDedication | || lunch, at which we were joined by Terry Baldwin who was lin-
St Maryle-Bow able to play this year but was waiting for us in the club houge
and characteristically enlivened proceedings.
Sept. 2nd Combined Golf Day
_ _ | can confirm that we were able to secure the Wildernesse
Sept 25th Fire Industry Charity Ball |[ 5 gain as our venue for ne x
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- Rickmansworth voluntary Fire Brigade was formed in 1870 with Thom

Thursday 2 September 2010.

Did You Know - The old Rickmansworth Fire Station?
Michael Leaver, one of our members noted this plaque in High Stre
Rickmansworth and wondered about its history. The Editor replies
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Fellowes as its captain. He was also a brewery manager at Salter's (it ceased produfction it
1924). The Fire Station in the High Street was built at the expense of Dr Roderick
William Henderson, a local JP of Basing House. Dr Henderson was instrumental in
up this local fire brigade and establishing the town's first fire station at the west end| of

the High Street.

Ron began his service life with the LFB at Southwark training school in 1964 and was posted to Kingslang
fire station in Hackney. He soon encountered his first major fire at Bishopsgate Goods Depot and in 1966
strumental in rescuing three people trapped in a blaze.

He later became a Ministry of Defence fireman hoping for a post in either Hong Kong, Belize or Singapore
tunately he was posted to Middle Wallop Army Air Corp! He was promoted to Leading Fireman inRk968.

went on to join the Essex Brigade as a retained Fireman for 15 years before running his own successful b
company. He joined our Company in April 1999 and in that year became a Freeman of the City of London
he became a Liveryman and joined our membership committee before becoming a Court Assistant in 200

Ron Murray - Constable to the Worshipful Company of Firefighters

Ronds
and greet all our guests and new members and families. He also supervises our Sentinels
| at our Church services.

dMagter & Beadke atall our officeldusdtiong and th mee
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In 1925, Rickmansworth Fire Brigade was taken over by Rickmansyworth
District Council and the rest, as they say, is history.

One of the first Liveryman that many of our guests and new members meet is our Constable, Ron
‘Murray.
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Remembering

UK FIREFIGHTERS ANNUAL SERVICE OF
REMEMBRANCE

On Sunday 13 September 2009, in St Bartholomew the Great Church
City of London, over 400 people attended the Firefighters Memorial
jOr gani sed by Pete Cowland, one o
amongst these were the immediate families of two UK firefighters wh
lands Fire Service and Ewan Williamson, Lothian and Borders Fire ang

cue Service. We also thought of Paul Fletcher, of Isle of Wight Fire & R
Service who died on duty in August last.

Over the past year the Trust has also been able, through research, to identify the names of a fl
firefighters who still needed to be commemorated. They were William Jupe, Southampton Fire
(1936) Kenneth Taylor, West Riding Fire Service (1970), Raymond Edwards, London Fire Brigade
and Alexander (Sandy) Drummond, Strathclyde Fire Brigade (1978).

After a very moving service in the church, conducted by the Rev Canon Peter Mortimer, a Freem
Company and Chaplain to the Suffolk Fire & Rescue Service, a parade was formed and proces
National Memorial, near St Pauls Cathedral, for a wreath laying ceremony. At the head of the pal
the Avon Fire and Rescue Service Band supported by musicians from other fire and rescue bang
ing pipers from the Tyne & Wear Fire and Re
Cathedral 6 brought a tear to many an eye. T
gade standards, after which all received a blessing at the Memorial.

To add colour and reality to the event a number of vintage fire appliance

included in the parade. They included a rather special wartime Austin
Pumping Uni't restored to its for
Remember edo, this in remembrance

gallantly during the London Blitz in 1941.

This annual service is a key event for the Trust and it is for the relative
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attracted firefighters and their families from all over the UK. Paramount
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leagues and friends of fallen firefighters that we arrange the commemorafion. It

is a sombre but memorable occasion when we can remind those berea
the fire service is a fAfamilyo and they sti
very prominent guests in the persons of Sheriff Roger Gifford representing the City of London,
Malik MP the Government Minister for Justice, Shona Dunn, Director of Fire and Resilience at

partment for Communities and Local Government @udincillor Brian Coleman, AM FRSA, who at-

tended as Chairman of London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority.

| f you would I|Iike to | earn more about t he
www.firefightersmemorial.co.ukvhere soon, there should be some more up to date photographs
event . I n the meanti me, why not consider s

follow the instructions on their website.
Pete Cowland (Renter Warden)
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http://www.firefightersmemorial.co.uk

